
Name:  ____________________________________________

Reading Passages I & II

Directions: Read the passages on the following pages (a poem and an excerpt from a memoir). Answer the

multiple-choice questions and write the essay as described in Your Task.

Guidelines:

     Be sure to:

     • Use ideas from both passages to establish a controlling idea about the influence of grandmothers

     • Use specific and relevant evidence from each passage to develop your controlling idea

     • Show how each author uses specific literary elements (for example: theme, characterization, structure,

point of view) or techniques (for example: symbolism, irony, figurative language) to convey the

controlling idea

     • Organize your ideas in a logical and coherent manner

     • Use language that communicates ideas effectively

     • Follow the conventions of standard written English
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1) In Passage I, the narrator implies that the strength of

grandmothers results from their

A) large bodies

B) hard work

C) long lives

D) cheery songs

2) "They touched earth and grain grew" (line 4) from

Passage I suggests the grandmothers' role of

A) entertainer

B) protector

C) provider

D) teacher

3) In order to emphasize her feelings about her

grandmothers, the narrator in Passage I uses

A) repetition

B) simile

C) onomatopoeia

D) symbolism

4) The narrator's feeling toward her grandmothers in

Passage I is best described as

A) concern

B) admiration

C) embarrassment

D) resentment

5) In comparison to the grandmothers, the narrator in

Passage I is seen as

A) less intelligent

B) more nurturing

C) more religious

D) less capable

6) According to the narrator in Passage II, the "annual

outing" celebrated the importance of

A) solitude

B) family

C) travel

D) responsibility

7) The narrator's description of her mother's reaction

to the death of "Gramma" in Passage II is an

example of

A) alliteration

B) personification

C) irony

D) humor

8) In Passage II, the comparison between the Native

American chief and the grandmother (line 45)

characterizes her as

A) respected

B) courageous

C) kind

D) intelligent

9) The grandmothers of Passage I differ from the

grandmother in Passage II in the ability to

A) heal

B) survive

C) discipline

D) communicate

10) Both passages reveal the theme of

A) social conflict

B) grandparents' trust

C) generational difference

D) family rivalry
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1)   B 2)   C 3)   A 4)   B 5)   D

6)   B 7)   C 8)   A 9)   D 10)  C
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